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A Hough I have been thin- 


: king a good while with 
myſelf, what returns 

to make for that great 

' civility and 'reſpe& 1 
have received from' you ,' yet I, could 
never meet with ſuch a fit opportu- 
nity to expreſs my acknowledgments 
thereof', as this preſent Diſcourſe hath 
furniſhed me withall. Which I af. 
ure you no ſooner offer d it{clf , than 
| moſt readily embraced, being EX- 
A 2 ceeding 


£ 


 _ceeding glad that | was now in ac: 
Dacity to -teſtifie- in a-publick manner 
that high: refentment which I have of 
all-your kindnels., and, to remove all 
 6ccafions of ſuſpeRing , that I'wasa | 
inſenſfble of your favours, as | con- 
feſs ' my felf undeſerving- of them. 
Aſſoon as I perusd the Sermon, [ 
concluded immediately it would 
prove a Preſent very ſuitable, and by 
conſequence acceptable to your {elf, 
becaule it bears your own Image, and 
deſcribes 'your CbaraGer, and not on- 
ly ſo, but; ſets likewiſe a Crown upon 
that head which is encircled.with thol 
golden Letters, and. beautified with 
thoſe goodly Lineaments. Here, 
Sir, you will read your ſelf _ by reading 
the deſcription of a good man anda 
_ good, Chriſtian ; And for your greater 
encouragement to. continue and per 
ſevere 
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here likewiſe meet with your great re- 
compence-of reward: A Scepter ready 
to fu into your hands ;a Crown ready 
toenviron:your brows ; an everlaſting 
Manſion opening: wide toreceive you-; 
a-Gity above the reach of flames, # 
building of. God, not made with hands, 
eternah inthe heavens. This is the zrue 
MW Cbhriftians moſt fure and certain Re- 
MM ard:; and faithfulneſs znto death, that 
.M is, a conſtant and fincere obedience to 
\M the Laws of Chriſt, is his-moſt ſure 
and certain CharaGer. 
This Sir, is the {Preſent which with 
M0 all bumility I lay befere you, defiring 
your acceptance of it, as a tefiimony 
of that great reſpe& andſervice which 
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The Eye Dellmay 


1 deſervedly owe unto you.''i I: con- 
fels . irihad-been 'more fatisfaQtion to 
'me;:to have offer d ſomething that 
-waspurely my own , though but a 

-buneh of Myrrb, -abd a little Frankin 
cenſe", *than'to bring 
Gold, which T have not1o truly bor- 
zowen as indeed extorted from amore 
 ablehand; theReverendiand Learned 
Author of this Diſcourſe, Which 
(to-rell you the trath) had ſeen the 
livhemany months'before;had: not the 
Parents exceſtve modeſty, and the mul- 
titade of Aﬀairs', which he hath hbi- 
therto beethmcutibred withall(as well 
before rheconception, as ſincethe bring: 
ing forth) caus'd him to detain it in 
obſcurity,and contrary to the piety of 
the Levites Daughter (* Fixod. 2. 2.) to 
cover it with flags and i duſt, 
not to preſerve this own production , 
though 


with me'/eaves of 
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who though 1 have ſpoke but- little , 
will judge it too much, whereas all thar- 
had the happineſs to. know: and un-- 
derſtand him, muſt needs-know and 
underſtand this likewiſe, that: bis xeal | 


worth deſerves a-great deal more; - 


url have: Tall one Argument in re- 
bow which, makes me more'than con- 
fident of your favourable Acceptance 
of this ipreſent addre($;! arid that is 
drawn' from- the ſabjeR of "the dif 
courſe itſelf, or that which gave occa- 
fiof-toit, your worth Friend and my 
bonouted Kin man, wl6 is'gone before 
us to enjoy that Crown, which from 
all- eternity hath been defign'd'to in- 
_ the Heads, and' adorn the Tem- 
les of all true ahd faitbfit\ Chriſtians. 
The memory of your ancient Deputy 
muſt needs beprecious to:you,though 
after his death , to whom his perſon 
was ſo acceptable (becauſe fo ſervice- 
able) during his life.” ' And indeed 
there was nothing in him that could 
render him otherwiſe than ſingularly 
acceptable to all ſober and conſidera- 
tive men: For he was of a truly ger 
an 
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offend God or injure his Neighbour. 


BEET 8H 


Formy own part I muſt coofels, that 


| have took more pleaſure and. delight 
in converſi ing. with him , and in the 
enjoyment of -his excellent ſociety , 
than.ever 1 did in-that fair Revenue 
which he hath left behind him. For 
though he was naturally a man of a 
ſolid and ſerious temper of mind, yet 
it was ſo. .handſomely checker'd with 
ſach a becoming modefly and gravity, 
with ſo much courteſie and affability, 
ſuch an obliging carriage and deport- 
ment , and many times with ſuch plea- 
ſanneſs of diſcourſe, that I have rarely 
met with ſuch a happy conjunQion of 
| moral Virtues,. as were viſible in him. 
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He was noble and, generous'with fr# 
gality ; civil and foeiable with ſobriety; 
juſt and honeſt with mercy and clemen- 
v9. .Hefedithe:bungry ; 'and cloth'd 
' the naked”: He was eyes tothe blind 
and feet tothe lane, 'and he made the 
widows heart to ſing: for joy, And 
though ſometimes 'the' impertinencies 
of 'fome that were raſh and inconfide- 
rate,, and the unreaſonable deſires of 
others that were rekgiouſly perverſe and 
obſtimare, might make him break out 
into a little heat and paſſhon, yer it ne- 
ver was of - ahy long continuance ; like 
a'flaſh of Lightning, it vaniſhed with 
its appearance ; and though it roſe ma- 
ny hours afterthe Sun,yert it was quick 
in motion, and: (according to the Api 
files direRions)was always ſet before it. 
_  - Butas it is notproper for me,ſo net- 
ther is itmy deſign to beſtrew his earth 
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by ani very bappily prevented by 
xeskilfal Lnnbia the. concluſion 
s:Diſcourſe,-:.| Though. (to Jay 
te crutb)be-hioſelf hath done it. much 
better.thas cither of us both. His ex- 
ntlife apd conveelation hath-per- 
furt'd bis mem y,and made hisname 
_ to ſend forth-more fragrant odours, 
that all = _ Orntoient we can 
caſt-upon it. By this-prudence.and 
ll charity eviCof which -be had: very large 
I proportions)he.cais'd.a Monument to 
| himſelf more dumble [than thefamed 
Stones of- Patos, and 'by continuing 
faithful unto death, hath f_c His 
Aſhes inaniomental Unn; 
ButlT am affraid-1 ww xired you 
too much'already'with this tedious F- 
Pit: _—_ thexefore do humbly arave 
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your pardon ; which I have but little 
reaſon todoubt of, conſidering your 
excellent temper & diſpoſition, which 
E underftand'fo well, that I verily be- 
heve 1 can:do nothing to-diſpleaſe you: 


And'though the ſtrength of my affe- 


Rions hath carrried me our into a ſhort 
Panegyrick of our deceaſed Friend,yct 
for this I hope 1 ſhall not meet with a- 


ny rigid cenſure, ſeeing it is but a juſt 


return of civility to him, who both /- 
ving and dying did always abound in 
all imaginable expreſſhons of love and 
kindneſs unto me. And now, Sir, | 
dare affure you, I have but very few 
things to add; before ] kiſs your hands 
and-bid you Farewell: 

One thing I defire-to acquaint you 
withall, before you come fo far asto 


take notice of it, that in all this Dil- | 


courſe there is no mention made of our 


Friends 
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Friends y 2 edepree and Extra&ion.Nei- 


ther wasthe Reverend Author, when 
he Preach'd the Sermon, defir'd by me 
to enlarge upon that ſubjet. For 
though he was deſcended of worthy 
Anceſtors, who for ſeveral years liv'd 
ingood credit and repute at a Coun- 


trey-Village called Boughton in Not- 


tingham-ſhire, yer methinks all that 
honour: and glory which we derive 
from our Progenitors, is not ſo much 
to be prizd and valued, as perſonal 
worth - and acquired eminency. The 
Spaniards have a- Saying amongſt 
| them., which comes now into my 
mind ; Al hombre bueno- no buſques abs- 
lengo, 1. e. Never trouble thy ſelf to- en- 
quire after the Pedegree of a- virtuous 


mm. His own excellency is enough 


to make him eſteem'd_ in the world: ; 
and-a good name purchaſed .by vir- 


tYOUS 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
tucus:aQions, ſhall far out-ſhine all | 
thoſe great and glorious Titles, which | 
an ancient Houſe, and arenowned Fa- ll | 
-mily can convey unto us. 

_ And thas it was with this worthy IM [ 
*Perſon ; His own wiſdom and pru- | 

| 
b 


P 
—m——_ 


.dence made his countenance to ſhine, 
and whilſt he livd advanced his 
fame and reputation in the world, and 
having ſerv'd bi generation for ſeveral 
years , conducted at laſt his gray bairs 
with bonour to the grave, He did not 
ſo much receive a luſtre from his 


Houſe and Kindred, as added of him- WW "* 
1 | ſelf a remarkable tight and brightneſs [ 
'J to it: Not unlike the Sun , which (ct 
| makes both 'the Heavens and Earth Il #! 
[| to' elifter and thine;, not: with any Il P* 
| borrowed Rays and refle&ed Beams, iſ 
but with his own'naked Splendor. - 

x 


1 ſhall not trouble you here _ 
4- 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


Catalogue of his charitable works at 
his decealſe , becauſe: they have long 
fince been publickly divulg'd, and the 


perſons concern'd, already in aQtual- 


poſſeſſion of them. Nat that I would 
conceal any thing outof any by re- 
ſpe& or reſervation to my ſelf , but 
becauſe I look upon it as an unneceſla- 


ry performance, For as for my lelf, 


| have been fo far from falling ſhort of 
a moſt punRual execution of his will 
and pleaſure, that in ſundry particu- 
lars (eſpecially where love and kind- 


nels and charity were concern'd) I 


Thave far outdone it. . And fo con- 


{cious to my ſelf I am of my own 


faithfulneſs and integrity , that 1 dare 
publickly bid the world: defiance to 
tax me with any one particular action, 
that may in the leaſt beſpeak me either 
Uncharitable or Onjuft, That which I 


can 
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tucus:aQions, ſhall far out-ſhine all 
thoſe great and glorious Titles, which 
an ancient Houſe, and arenowned Fa- | 
-mily can convey unto us. | 
_ And thus it was with this worthy 
*Perſon ; His own wiſdom and pru- i « 
dence made his countenance to ſhine, ſ 
and whilſt he livd advanced his ill © 
fame and reputation in the world, and W ' 
having ſerv'd bi generation for ſeveral | 
years , conduRed at laſt his gray bairs il * 
with honour to the grave, He did not i ® 
ſo much receive a luſtre from his IM la 
Houle and Kindred, as added of him- IU "* 
ſelf a remarkable light and brightneſs IT 
to it: Not unlike the Sun , which | {© 
makes both 'the Heavens and Earth Il # 


to' gliſter and thine, not: with any Il P* 
borrowed Rays and refle&ed Beams, iſ © 
but with his own naked Splendor. - 
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1 ſhall not trouble you _— 
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Catalogue of his charitable works at 
his deceaſe , becauſe: they bave long 
ſince been publickly divulg'd, and the 


perſons concernd, already in aQtual- 


poſſeſſion of them. Nat that I would 
conceal any thing outof any byre- 
ſpe& or. reſervation to my ſelf , but 
becauſe I look upon it as an unneceſla- 


ry po For as for my elf, 


| have been ſo far from falling ſhort of 
a moſt punQual execution of his will 
and pleaſure, that in ſundry particu- 
lars (eſpecially where love and kind- 
nels and charity were concern'd) I 
Fhave far outdone it. And ſo con- 


{cious to my ſelf I am of my own 


faithfulneſs and integrity, that I dare 
publickly bid the world- defiance to 
tax me with any one particular ation, 
that may in the leaſt beſpeak me either 
Uncharitable or Onjufit, That which I 


can 
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The Fpiftle Dedicatory. 


can tax my ſelf .withall, and which 
doth ſtil His my ſpirit,is principally 
this, that the great care, diligence, and 
circumſpeFion, which I uſed in the ma- 
- nagement of theſe ſecular affairs, did 
eat up ſo much.of my precious time, 
and unavoidably drew me from the 
exerciſe of my Fundion, in which [ 
always took ſo much cpntentment and 
ſatisfation. But now having dil- 
charg'd that truſt which: Gods provi- 
dence hath laid upon me, 1.am ready 
toreturn toe.my Maſters ſervice , to 
which I doubtnot in the leaſt but that 
his goodneſs will ſpeedily reſtore me, 
as his wiſdom thought fit for a ſeaſon 
to draw me from it. 
But, Sir, 1 forget my ſelf,and much 
more you. ES 
Thar I may not beyond all me 
{ure abuſe your patience, I will choo 
| rather 
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rakes 10 break of abroptly, wich 
fhorr, though duplicate Perition! 


Firſt, That the world may daily 
abound with ſuch worthy 'perſons as 
your ſelf and our deceaſed Friend, men 
mw carxufuu v8 clothed about with 
abundance of wiſdom, underitanding, 
juſtice, and . integrity , that by this 
means virtue and true goodneſs may 


be encouragd, and vice and wicked- 


neſs may be diſcountenanc'd, though 
it bear it ſelf out with a brazen brow, 
and a conſcience many times of as 
courſe a metal. 

Secondly , and to conclude, T hat 
for all your reſpe& and kindneſs to 
me God may reward you abundant- 
ly, and return it a hundred and a 


hundred fold into your boſom : -T hat- 


peace, and plenty, and Jength of days , 


may be your portion here in this 


b world ; 


$| me $-r k 


hearty. deſire'of 


Sir , 


199 7 | Very much obliged Servant, 


Fames. Cade, 


| humble , 
"Ahrefields, Your _— 
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—— Be thou faithful unto death , and I will 
give thee a crown of life. 


Have. no ſooner read my Text, but I 

know you have accommodated it tothe 

. occationof this time , the Funerals of 

our deceaſed Brother 3 whom I may 

fitly call the Tranſcript of it. Whilſt he 

lived he was the Tranſcript of the for- 

mer part, even faithful unto death ; and he is now be- 
come the Tranſcript of the latter part,God(no doubt) 
taving given him , as the reward of his faithfulneſs, 
«crown of life, There you might behold him in his 
ſpiritual &y&v , preſſong towards the mark; now enjoy- 
Ing the price of his high calling. There running with 
Fpatience the race that was ſet before him 3 now centred 
Into his reſt; There, in ſhort conquering , now tri- 
uphing 3 there winning , now wearing the crown. 
In the former , he went before us, as our exaxple; in 


© latter, he is gone before us, as our encouragement - 
B And 


The true Chziſtians 


And it will be our-honourand- happineſs to follow him 


1n both. 


. 


_* The words are part of anEpiſtle to the Angel (7, 1 


og was the Angel . 


or Biſhop of this Church , as 
Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory hath 


inform'd us.” See Evſeb, li.z.: 


cap. 143 15, There 1s extant 
an Epiſtle of Ignativs to this 
Polycarpus., and another of. 
his to the Chuxch of Smyr- 
2a , of which Polycarp was 
Biſhop. By which it appears 
of how great antiquity Epi- 
ſcopacy 1s, being as ancient 
as the Apoſtles themſelves , 
whoſe immediate ſiigceflors 
the Biſhops moſt certainly 
were,  Polycarpus now ſolitm 
ab Apoſtolis eruditns , axe 
x; um 9. Sapgdaur Kd] a- 
£1.99's 6's wha avi ty Ti 
=P Zpwugvn crtAndieg tmioto- 
7, Euſeb, loco citat f.127. 


the Biſhop ) of the Church of Smyrm; 
but ir cometh open to us, and it will 
not be rudeneſs, but our wiſdom and 


duty to look into-it , 'and take out the 


Leſſon. I mean not-here to reveal the 
Revelation, or to #nclaſp the ſealed book; 
to cas# the water of the ſever /7als, orto 
make the Trumpets give a certain ſound, 
The myſtical-part of this Book TI leave to 
thoſe who love to ſee where they have 
#0. light , and-to look moſt -upon God 


where he hideth himſelf: from them, 


' My Text is a pieceof plain Morality; 


a buſineſs not of the head , but of the 
heart. Here are no Riddles, unleſsodf 


love and wonder, that God ſhoyld twilt 


our duty with. our intereſt, and encou- 


rage the ſhort exerciſe of. virtue with everlaſting r& 

wards ; faithfulneſs in a little, fo itbe untodeath 

with a- crown of life, which knoweth neither mes 
 ſurenorend. | 


Accordingly the words preſent you with 
I. A Precept,, 
2. APromile, | 
3.. The neceſſary connexion of both, 

The firſt,contains mars duty 5 Be thou faithful, Tie 
ſecond, Gods Grace ; I will give thee, &*c. The third 
the mutual relation, and dependance of the one up! 
the other 3 Be thou faithſul unto death, and I will gi 
thee a crown of. bje, 


. I beginwith the Precept ( as you alſo xeuſt do, if ever 
-you would attain the promiſed crown ) and there are 
theſe two things 10 it : | -1S. 
(1.) Fhe duty it ſelf, Be thoy faithful. 
(2.) The extert of that guty, unto death. 
- The firſt thing that offers to'our conſideration is the 
dvty'it ſelf; which - containeth E=Inx 55 the whole of 
4r,and confiſteth in the careful and conſcionable dil- 
charge of -all the reſt. This is Univerſale Officinm, an 
Office of univerſal neceffity and importance. What 
| ſpoken to this Angel, ſpeaketh to me, to you, and to 
every one that hath an-ear to hear what the Spirit faith 
unto the Churches. 
Moſt mer} are apt enough (if not too much) to read 
this Leſſon to the Angels of the Churches: To ſay 


mnt » & —_ i 


received of the Lord, that thou fulfil #t 5 and it is well 
if they ſay it in ſuch modeſt terms as theſe. They are 
better acquainted with his duty than their own, and 
ae rigid exaQters of it. That burthen which even 
ral, much more theſe metaphorical Angels, are inſulfi- 
cent for, they aggravate upon them , and weigh 
them out their work by the Shekel of the Sanftuarys 
They muſt be Argels, not inname and ſtile only , but 
nall the meaſures of Angelical PerfeRion ; and where- 
n they fall, or ſeem to fall ſhort, each man darteth 
bs Fs T1505 Be thor faithful, at them 5 and doth not ſo 
auch admoniſh, as cenſure and upbraid them. 

But however men may turn the edge of this exhor- 
ation another way , yet it is levelled at all ; ſpeaketh 
oas many as deſire and expe the crown , and none 
tay exempt himſelf, or plead a priviledge. Chriſt (as 
ccalion 15) faith aliis alia, ſeveral things to ſeveral - 

B 2 men z 
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TO 
- 


unto Archippas Take heed to the Miniftery which thou haſt a 
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men one thing to one, and another toanother, ac. 
cording totheir various neceſlities and capacities: but 
this ommibus & ſingulis, to all and every one, and 
whatever his place and ſtate is, he muſt adorn. it with 
fidelity. _ 

This is not a meer Evangelical Counſel for thoſe 
that would be great.in the Kiogdom of Heaven, tha 
would have crowns more ric and radiazt than their 
fellows , or not content witlr crow7s, would have cu. 
roxets added to them for their ſupererogatory virtue 


and merit. It is not appropriate fo Chriſtians of the 
higheſt form in_Chriſts School, or whoſe place and | 
ſtate giveth them the advantage of ſingular perfeftion, 
It is not confinedto the Monks Cloiſter and Cow! ; to 
thoſe that live ont of the world whilſt they are init, p 
| The Laity may nat ſhuffle it offi tothe. Clergy, nor 7 
men of the -aFive to men of- the- contemplative life: 0 
But its the duty: of all Chriſts Diſciples in common, 0 
abſolutely neceſlary to conſtitute them Chriſtians, and b 
to-make them capable of being Saints. - 7 
Fe faith unto the Magiſtrate, Be thou faithful + Behave t 
thy ſelf as- one that-is Gods Vicegerent upon earth, at 
that holds his place, repreſents his perſon , and hath Wl # 
the impreſs of his power : See that thou bear neither 
the Scepter, nor the Sword in vain 3 but ſtand up lite F, 
Phinehas, and execute Judgment , leſt thou fall under 8 th 
the ſtroke of. it thy. ſelf. See that God and his Ho-WW yu; 
nour (to. whom thou owelt all thine) ſuffer nodetr-WM im 
ment, Reflect thoſe. beams of his with which thou lac 
ſbineſt, and be in effe& iundv tpvx0; , the breathing Wl Tr 
 2uage of God. Car 


It. faith unto the 247niiter, Be thou faithful: Tax and 


heed to thy ſelf, and to.thy DoGrine, . Be 4 penonh 


RIES, F- - ort 5 $68s ee ed ae ee abs of &- Ds 2 X : be "a a / 
oo ONE NE 1 oy ak TB Rh or - i \ £5 v ay 
6 I WE, C# A p. ol; - & ; 2 4 ® 
- EY , 4 \ g k 
* 
Py 
has - 
- 
C . 


the Behievers,- 1n word, in- converſation ,. in charity, in ' Tm. 4- 
ſpirit, in faith, in purity. Shine like a Star, burw-like a 1;3,,,.,. 
Seraphim-3 and'think Chriſt hath fixed thee in ſo emi- - 
nent a Sphere, that ſhouldeſt ſhed thy rays upon alj 
about thee; Watch for: thoſe Souls which God hath 

iven thee in charge, as at the peril of thine own ; 
and when thy Lord cometh, let him find thee fo do- 


Ing. 8 | | 
, faith unto the rich and: honorable , Ber4hon faiths prov:3. g.:- 
| ful: Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, .and with the 
firſs. fruits of thy rincreaſe.;.. Thy lot is'fallen-to thee irs 
a good ground , only be thou careful to cultivate and 
improve it. . Know, God hath given-to thee that he 
might give to others by thee, and if - thou embezzle 
or bury thy Talents, they will: only aggravate thy 
accompt. Thy opportunities and advantages ſet thee 
nearer heaven, and give thee the capacities of a more 
| orient.crown, it thou wilt work falvation outof them : 
but otherwiſe they will add precipitation to thy ruins _ 
Thy authority and example are very influential , and 
WH thou canſt neither periſh nor be ſaved but in 5Zate 3; 
and therefore in reſpe&t.to other/mens. ſouls, .befaith- 


1 fl to thine own. 
Itfaith yet again to the poor and abje, Be thon faithfula 
Ol Faithful, though in 4 little : And by how much leſs it is; 


1 thy care is more concerned touſeit well, and to make 
up what is wantivg in ftock , by a wiſe and. faithful 
improvement of it ; like Zachexs, ſupplying what he 
lacked in ſtature by climbing up into-a Sycamore 
Tree.. Thou maiſt be zealous for God, though thou 
canſt not make ſo great a blaze 3 and moving in a lower 
and leſſer Sphere, thou maiſt the better ſill it... Another 
{tands upon higher, but thou uponſefer ground _ 
wit 


+. 305 31. 


- with ſmaller helps and means thou haſt fewer tempta- 
. tions alſo, | 


Briefly, it ſaith to every m2an, of what kznd, degree, 
or quality ſoever he is, Tivs Tis, Be thou faithful : 
Faithful in thy gereral, and faithful in-thy ſpecial cal- 
ling ; faithful to: God, to man, to thine own ſoul; 
faithful in all relations and conditions, and in all the 
ations and offices both of commoni and chriſtian life, 


. Give ſuum cuique to every one his due; to God his 


due, and to thy neighbour his. Attend the place and 
ſtation wherein.God hath ſet. and ſettled thee z finiſh 


the work. which he hath given thee: to do, and refer 


the wages to him, who never faileth to pay his ſervants 
that which he hath promiſed them. F 

[Thus the duty of the Text looks on every man 
alike,and'is his faithful Monitor. -He may hear thisas 
a voice behizd bin, ſaying, This is the way, walk in it, 
when he turneth to the right hand, and when he turneth to 


the left, 


One man cannot be as enlarged-in his piety, as diffu- 
five in his charity, as uſeful in his place, as another of 
greater abilities and opportunities, but he may and 
muſt be as faithful inhis meaſure, Some other duties 


have their peculiar objects and appropriations to times, 
perſons, places, with the like 3 but faithfulneſs is an in- 


oredient toall,, and gives them acceptance. . Our Sa- 
.viour putteth w/e and faithful ſervant together, 1/atth. 


| 24. 45- goodand faithful ſervant together, Mat. 25. 21- 


and as he is not a wiſe, who is not a good 3 ſo he 1s nel- 
ther wiſe, .nor good, who is not a fazthful ſervant allo. 
St, Panl recounts this as a ſpecial mercy from God to 
be found faithful, 1 Cor. 7.25. and it is the Crownof 


Amntipas his Croſs, that he was Chriſts faithful Rn. 
Revel, 
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Revel/2..13. He that without this giveth his body ts 
the fire, onlytaketh Hell by violence, and the firſt 
death configneth him only to the ſecoud, | 
We-call Chriſt Lord and Maſter, and we ſay well, 
for ſo he is'3 but it is not enough to treat him with this 
eaſe formality , and-to paſs ſuch cheap complements 
upon him', unleſs we pay him that fidelity which is due 
from ſervants to their Maſter, and that humble and 
loyal alliegeance which 1s due from ſubjes to their 


ſovereign Lord. God: is faithful for his part, TIis%5 9 x 23, 5. 


we\gv buks, Faithful is be that hath called '30n, who alſo 24+ 


will do #4. The Goſpel is faithful for its part Nis © Adyogs 2 Tim. 2. 


This is a faithful ſaying, that if we: ſuffer with him, we 11,12, 
ſpall alſo reign with bize, Chriſt is faithful for his-part, - 


mitgrvg 6 misde not AIG » The faithful and true witneſs 5 x2v.3.14, 


or (as he is alſo ſtiled) 5*Apw, he that faith Avex to 
both. And accordingly thoſe that are, or expe to 


be with Chriſt , muſt be #Anrh,, xo WAwrol, xo} mi50 , —_— 


called, and choſen, and faithful not called and choſen 
only (for this every one will arrogate and aſſume; and 
in the want 'of other evidence vote himfelf ſo) but 
F#:bfr alſo; and herein they approve themſelves cal- 
led and choſen, becauſe they have obtained mercy to 
be Fait bful, | 

Yet menare not with more eaſe called and choſen , 
than (admitting their own conceits) they are faithful 
too: And, in theirfenſe of it , they are faithful more 
than enough; So faithful, that they can at once pro- 
voke Gods juſtice, and truſt in his mercy , and rely- 
upon Chriſts merits without doing any thing that he 
commands. - So faithful, that.they can at once fin and 
ſaint themſelves, and ſecurely expedt to be ſaved by 
him whom they daily crucifie. So-faithful, — 
105740] aith -- 
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Zib.z.4 Obriſt, and to keep all his commands faithfully (as 


faith. removeth mountains, A/onnt' Sirai. and Mount 
Zienat once, the Law both of Moſes and Chriſt, $o 

- faithful in ſhort, that they can reconcile the-meſt un- 
chriſtian praRtices with the faith and afhance of a Chri- 
ſtian; the confutation and contradiftion of the whole 

' Goſpel with hopes and comforts of it 3 (7. e. faithfu]- 
eſs with . the- greateſt» unfaithfulneſs in the world ;) 
and whilſt they take Hell by violence of endeavour, 


| 

take Heaven by violence of uſurpation. 
Such faithful ones as theſe the-world is full of ; who q 
have ſuch a plerophory or fulneſs-of:faith , that none of 1 
the. other- virtues or-duties of Chriſtianity can find 7 

. room: with. them 3 fo faithful, that they-do onely be- a 


lieve. But this is Z»fidelis fidncia, an —_— faith fh 
without fidelity. Which kind of unfaithful, unfruit- c 
ful faith , hath damned more, than a true faith in ct 
Chriſt his name hath ſaved ; and the more any man 
believeth with it, the more he may tremble. This 
faith when Chriſt cometh he ſhall find upon the earth, 
and ſcarce then beable to beat men out of it. Many 
ſhall ay to him, even in that day , Dowine, Dowine, 
Lord, Lord, we are they that have eaten and drunk it 
thy preſence, and. thou haſt taught in our ſtreets; 
and if ſuch as we find not admittance and acceptance 
with thee, who ſhall? But in all this true faith will be 
hard tobe found ; and it is neither ſlander,nor folzciſm 
to lay, that the greater part of the Chriſtian world (in 
this ſenſe) is Infidel. 
True faith is'that which maketh a man faithful to 


Gubrrs. Salvien defined it long ſince) which maketh us Chriſt 
_ 79. fdeles, Chriſt his liege-men, in the ſame ſenſe that they 
14-p. 160, are called Regis fideles, the Kings — and 

| ervants, 
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- Characer and Crown. 


fervants, who yield that homage and fealty. to him 
which they owe. | | 
This was Abraham's faith , by which he offered up 


with him. This was 4oſes his faith, which made him 
effeemthe very reproach of Chriſt greater riches than all 
the treaſures of Egypt. This was the fazth of theglo- 
rious company of the Apoſtles, of the goodly fellows 

* ſhipof the Prophets , of the noble army of Martyrs 
and Confeſlours , which exerted it felf inthe ſanGi- 
mony of their lives ; their ſtri& obſervation of the di- 
vine laws 5 their perſevering in holy aFions with patience 
and hopes, their deſpiſing earthly, their prizing and preſ- 
ſing after heavenly things 3 their contempt of death z their 
courage for Chriſt ; axd all the other inſtanees of an exs 
cellent piety and virtue. 

From this active faith (faith commenſurate tofide- 
lity) = and all good Chriſtians, are not onely called, 
but conſtituted faithful : not frum that unactive eaſfte 
faith, which maketh men reſt wholly upon what Chriſt 
hath done for them, without doing any thing either 
for him, or for themſelves z which keaneth hard upon 
hisCroſs, but doth not take it up 3 and believeth in, 
not obeyeth him. This maketh faith a very accoun- 
table-thing , and well worthy of that wiſdom and 
holineſs -which 'harh attributed 'ſo- much to it in the 
Golpel 3 as that by faith we are juſtified, by faith we live, 
by faith we are ſaved , i.e. by a:faith which ſo believeth 
Chriſt, as bybelieving to love him, by loving to 
adhere to him, .and by adhering to him to live and 
dye in his embraces ; which facrificeth a man's whole 

tonoyr and: intereſt to the ſervice of Chriſt and his 
own ”=m— 3 and _—_— nothing too much chat he 
can 


Heb. 1 1: 


his onely ſon Jac, and himſelf a whole burnt-offering |, 5, 
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10 - The true Chaiſtians 
candoor ſuffer for Chriſt, who bath wrought ſuch wonu- 
ders of mercy for him. 

To be faithful then (in the notion of my Text) 
conſiſts not in giving a naked aſſent to the DoQtrins of 
Chriſtianity ;. not in arrogating and appropriating to 
ourſelves the promiſes of the Goſpel ,. or rather pro- 
miftng to our. {elves that which the Goſpel promiſeth 
us not 3 nor yet in the moſt ſtedfaſt recumbency upon 
Chriſt, or the ſtrongeſt application of his merits to our 
ſouls : But it conſiſts, | 

(1.) in preſtandis promiſſisa performing of our own, 
as-well as exailing Gods promiſes at. his bands, And 
as he ts faithiful-that hath promiſed. fo likewiſe muſt 
we;. we ſtand engaged by. our Baptiſmal Vow and 

| Covenant to forſake the Devil and all his works ; and | 
we add treachery.and perjury-to fin if we do not. We 
| have devoted our ſelves Chrifts faithful ſoldiers and 1 
ſervantss and we break both our faith and our oath, | 

and are Renegado's from our Profeſhion if we fight { 

not againſt fin, the world, and the Devil (much more f 

Gregor. 1f we fight forthem) under his banner. Tac ver aciter e 
roars af frdeles ſums, foquod verbis promittimas, operibus com- " 
=" plemws. Then, andonly then, we are truly faithſul, when 


8 | we copy out 71 deeds, what we covenanted in words, and ( 

'} our life is the counterpart to our profeſſion. This 15 Wl # 
We Sag HT EOG HARING . Lage THU » that anſwer of a good con- 

Bm | ſcience towards God, 1 Pet. 3.21. when-a-man can put: wh 

'F that Baptiſmal Queſtion to himſelf again, Abrenunciss* tio 

ot Bo'ſt thou renounce the Devil, the World, and the 90k 

B43 Fleſh 2. and his conſcience can eccho to it, Abre-nncir, il hay 

I renounce them all ; and he.hath renounced- his Bap: In | 

 tiſm-that cannot,  and:forkeited Godspart of the Co Wil 7ou 

venant, by violating bis-own : the 


(2.) To 
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(2) 'Tobe faithful conliſts, I» perageredis officiir, in 
executing the duties of our place and calling , and fu!- 


filling ware: T% Yernporra, all Gods wills 3. both what 48.13.22: 


he will have us to do, and what he will have us to 
ſuffer 3 that which is contrariant to our humours and 
intereſt, as well as that which is conſiſtent and com- 
plyant with them. When we come unto Chriſt, noe 
only with Domzre ſalva, Lord ſave us, we periſh; but 
with Doazine quid me vis facere © Lord what wilt thou 


have me to do? When we go on ks Tis ug misw, Rem.t,r7; 


from faith to faith; from faith believing, to faith obeying 
the Goſpel 3 and whoever believeth but obeyeth not 
the Goſpel , contradits both himſelf and it in that 
very at; for the Goſpel teacheth him to acknowledge 
and believe, that Chriſt is become the Author of eter- 


nal ſalvation Toi ume, to them onely that obey x. 5.5, 


him. Chriſt muſt and will have a throne inevery 

foul, where he eres his mercy-ſeat 3 and they muſt 
ſubmit to his ſcepter to whom he holdeth it forth ; and 
ſwear fealty, if they would have their pardon. As 
they muſt not make him all Prince, ſo not all Saviour 
| neither 3 but have faith in him as a Savioxr , fidelity 
to him as a Price. Otherwiſe they may vaunt them- 
ſelves in the ſpecious name and title of Be/zevers, but 
5- WI faithful they are not. 
; He onely is a faithful , who is a dutiful ſervant ; 
WH whois active in his own Sphere , though not pragma- 
tick out of it. Who when Chriſt biddeth go, he 
goeth 3 come, he cometh ; do this, he doth it : and 


0, WI having choſen Chriſt, leaveth him to chuſe all the reſt: 
” WH In ſhort, let Chriſt give the word, and (as Ch; to 
0 Wi joeb) he boweth the head and runneth. Whatever 


the inſtance is, he is Chriſts humble ſervant 3 and 
C 2 (having 
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"The true Chaiſtians: | 


(having learn'd not to diſpute , but to obey) faith (as 

Chriſt hath taught him both by his doctrine and ex- 

H:.z 15. ample) Thus it becometh ws to fulfil all righteouſucſ5, 
But .again, Fs 

(3.) To befaithful confifts, 1= elocandss talentis, in 

putting to uſe thoſe talents ( whether of nature, or of. for- 

tune, or of grace ) which God putteth into our hands, 

-10t to treaſure up , but traffick, with, and to occupy, not 

poſſeſs onely. Even he that hath but one talent oweth 


{ 

God an account of it ;.and (tn an apt proportion) as 

_ our receipts are, ſhall our reckoning be. He was an . 
##:.24*. evilſervant , thar called God an hard Maſter, gather- 7 
* Ing where he had not {trewed, and reaping where he t 
had not ſowen. Our.good God (of whom nothiog is I 

to be faid or conceived but what 1s good) requireth { 

no more of any man. than he giveth:;z .or no more but t 

the employment and improvement of 'it. But withall 0 

Mat. 24- hg.is an evil. and unfaithful, who is aſluthful ſervant ; A 
***- andthe talents which he now. burieth , ſhall riſe up to v 
his condemnation. God, though he 1s a bounteous, il 

yet he is not an improvident Maſter .: but.he keeps an W 

exaQt Audit both of. our receipts, and of our returns, ar 

and if they,correſpond not, will ſeverely avenge the W 
careleſs or faithleſs neglect. Even Paradiſe it [elf wan- th 

ted dreſſing ; and the very beſt gifts and gracesof Ml F; 

Gad in us will contract and gather ruſt , if they benot gi 

kept in exerciſe ;. and be ready. to decay and dye tor dj 

want of ſtirring up. God in.the mean time giveth us to 

his talents but in truſt, to. negotiate with for his ule Wl is 

and our own benefit.z and hath herein made us not off 


proprietaries,, but ſtewards 5 and it 1s required initew- WM Ch 
1 Cor 4.2, ards, that a man be found faithful, We may take our 
Bill and ſet down fifty, where an hxndred 1s due : ws 
when 


= 


© * _- Character and Crown, 


when it cometh tobe conferred with Gods debt-book;, 
weſhall be eternally aſhamed and confounded. - Once 
more ,,, | : 
(4.) To be faithful conſifts, 1» ſervandis depoſitis, in 
keeping thoſe things that are committed to our charge,and 
mhich God will one day redemand at our hands. 

Such for inſtance is, The calling wherein God hath cal- 
kd #s, For Chriſtianity calleth not men from their 
calling, but to it, and would -conjure them (as it were) 
within that circle. Let every man abide in the ſame calling 1 Cor. 7, 
wherein he was called ; abide init as in his proper place ** 
and ſphere, out of which he cannot be ſafe. -- He that 
hath a Miniftery, mit wait on his Miniftring ; and he 
that hath none mult not invade it. - Our condition of 
life in. this world , .and our calling to another, may 
ſtand well. together 3 or rather cannot ſtand, unleſs 
together. Let Romes cloiſtered Monks, under colour 
of ſingular religion and devotion, embrace an idle and 
unprofitable fe; and thoſe Monks--at /arge amongft 
us, in pretence to follow: the call of Chrift, forſake 
their own , and take Satans calling out of his hand, 
which is to-go to.and fro in the earth, and to waſkup 
and down. in it ; yet St. Pat cenfureth all: ſuch , as 
walking «rauTas , irregularly and diſorderly, out of . 
their rank, and beſide the Chriſtian Rule, 2 Theſ. 3. 2. 
Even thoſe that ſuffer the outward exerciſes of Reli- 
gion (eſpecially Hearing of Sermons, then commen- 
ding, or confuting them, and doing all the contrary) - 
to eat out the neceſſary duties of their calling. (which - 
Is not zea], but a religious kind of {loth) they allo 
offer but the ſacrifice of fools 3 and they might ſerve - 
Chriſt more acceptably in the ſeaſonable diſcharge of 
tae duties.of their ſpecial calling , than in this impor- 
tunate.. 
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tunate attendance upon thoſe that jmmediately con. 
cern his worſhip. To live honeſtly in-our calling, is; 
piece of that faithfulneſs which we owe to our great 
Maſter ; not to live idly out of one. 

Another of thoſe Depoſita which are faithfully to 
be kept is, That forms of Do@rine which hath been deli- 
vered to us., or to which we have been delivered. This 
St. Paul committeth and commendeth to Timothy, that 
he may commit the ſame-to faithful men, who ſhall be 
able to teach others alſo. And thus by a conſtant ſuc- 
ceſſionit is come handed down to -us, and we ſhould 
keep it as the moſt precious «e4pyAwv, the richelt trea- 


ſure on this fide Heaven ; lay it -up (as the Virgin 


Mother of -our Lord laid up his ſayings) tn our heart, 
and wear it in cffe& engraven:there; This faith which 
was once delivered to the ſaints (delivered of old, nt 
lately deviſed, and once delivered, 7. e, once for all) 
we ſhould carneſtly.contend for-3 remember how we 
have received and heard , and hold faſt, and even 
dye in the defence, if we cannot live in the peaceable 
enjoyment of it. And this bringeth on 
A third and laſt Depoſitnrr, no leſs faithfully to be 
kept, viz. faith and agood conſcience , which whoever 
= away finketh and maketh Shipwrack. We are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto ſalva- 
tion; and therefore ſhould keep this at the utmolt 
m of our ſoul. As the doqrine of faith muſt be 
ept ſacred and inviolable, fo likewiſe _ of 
it. We muſt hold faſt the profeſſion hereof «un, 
without wavering .or warping , either to the 1ight 
hand, or to the left: and ſtand unſhaken againſt all 
the winds and waves of perſecution, as being founded 
upon rock, Even when crimer: nominis fit women c- 
ini, 
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Character aud Crown. T- 
zrinis,, when the meer crime of the chriſtian name is 
accompted the ame of a prodigiows crime , yet we 
muſt hold: faft: our profeſſion ſtil ; truſt in Chriſt 
pogo Tov avganw! before the ſons of men 5 And ?f 31:19 
although they may take away ourlife , yet let them 
not take away our crown. Hence we are faid by X%-3-1t- 
Baptiſm to pat 0 Chriſt, ſo as to wear the pro- Ga.3.27, 
feſlion of him uppermoſt 3 and. when at any time 
we deny or diſlemble our profefſion, we in effe& 
put him off again. Such night-watkers:as Nicodemys , 
who come not to Chriſt but under the veil of dark- 
nels, are only. the ghofis of Chriſtianity. For thoſe 
that in ſtorm caft faith and good conſcience over-board- 
to fave their temporal concerns, and will deny Chriſt: 
rather than themſelves, they chuſe a »ri/chzef before 
an inconvenience , commute an i»ſelicyty for: a crime ,. 
and toavoid a faggot incur bel! frre.. | | 

But enough-of the du#7 it ſelf, Tins is: Be thor 
faithſnl, And before Iam well aware I am fallen upon 
the next particular, 9iz. > 

(2.) The extent of that duty , «xg 9Yandrs, unto 
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. d4nh, or as: Clexzens Alexandrivus phraſeth It LiX8' ;, 1mmay; 
r WY rior» to the very loft gaſp , even breathing out our ad Graces. 


foul init, As we muſt run the race that is ſet before 


us,.ſo we mult run-it 9 vmporc ,. with patience and mona 


t Wl perſeverance, nor is the crown conſigned to thoſe 
« Wl that contend, but-thoſe that overcome. St, Part 
xf WM bimſelf triumpheth not when he putteth on his -har- 


neſs, but when about to put it: off. He knoweth- 


it I there is laid up for him a crows of righteouſaes, but de » Tim. 4. 
ll WR 7c#quo, henceforth only; when he was now a veterane 7 ©: 

d WT "the Chriſtian Warfare , had already ſpent a long 

4 Wl "fc, 20d bad nothing {eft but to.dye ia it, 
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tunate attendance upon thoſe that immediately con- 


cern his worſhip. To live honeſtly in-our calling, is; 
piece of that faithfulneſs which we owe to our great 
Maſter ; not to live idly out of one. 

Another of thoſe Depoſita which are faithfully ty 
be kept is, That form of Doctrine which hath been deli. 
vered to ms , or to which we have been delivered. This 
St. Paul committeth and commendeth to Timothy, that 
he may commit the ſame-to faithful men, who ſhall be 
able to teach others alſo. And thus by a conſtant fic- 
ceſſion it is come handed down to -us, and we ſhould 
keep it as the moſt precious «4pm, the richelt trea- 


ſure on this ſide Heaven ; Jay it up (as the Virgin 


Mother of -our Lord laid up his ſayings) 1n our heart, 
and wear it incffe@ engraven-there; This faith which 
was once delivered to the ſaints ( delivered of old, nt 
lately deviſed, and once delivered, 3. e, once ſor all) 
we ſhould carneſtly.contend for3 remember how we 
have received and heard , and hold faſt, and even 
dye in the defence, if we cannot live in the peaceable 
enjoyment of it. And this bringeth on 
A third and laſt Depoſitnr, no leſs faithfully to be 
kept, viz. faith and agood conſcience , which whoever 
uts away finketh and maketh Shipwrack. We are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto ſalva- 
tion; and therefore ſhould keep this at the utmoſt 
== of our ſoul. As the dodrine of faith mult be 
ept ſacred and inviolable, ſo likewiſe the = of 
it. We muſt hold faſt the profeſſion hereof «#, 
without wavering .or warping , either to the 11git 
hand, or to the left: and ſtand unſhaken againt all 
the winds and waves of perſecution, as being founded 


upon rock, Even when crimeer nominis fit nomen i 
| wink, 
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Character and Crown, w 
minis, when the meer crime of the chriſtian name is 
accompted the name of a prodigioms crime , yet we 
muſt hold. faſt. our profeſſion ſtill 5 truſt in Chriſt 
ipogodw Tay dviganw , before the ſons of men + And 2f. 31:19; 
although they may take away ourlife , yet let them 
not take away our crown. Hence we are faid by &*-3-'t- 
Baptiſm to put o7 Chriſt, ſo as to wear the pro- Gal.;. 27, 
feſlion of him uppermoſt 3 and when at any time 
we deny or diſlemble our profefſion, we in effe& 
put him off again. Such night-watkers as Nicodergs , 
who come not to Chriſt but under the veil of dark- 
nels, are only the ghofis of Chriſtianity. For thoſe 
that in ſtorm caft faith and good conſcience over-board 
to fave their temporal concerns, and will deny Chriſt: 
rather than themſelves, they chuſe a »1iſchief before 
an inconvenience, commute an inſelicity for: a crime ,. 
and to avoid a faggot incur bell fire... 

But enough-of the dw it ſelf, rivs Hisx,- Be thou 
faithſa!, And before I am well aware I am fallen upon 
the next particular, 9iz. 

(2.) The extent of that duty , *%xg Ywdres, unto 
anh; or as Clemens Alexandrinns phrafeth it LiX8' ;, 11s; 
WormVoug » to the very laft gaſp » Even breathi Out OUr ad Gracos, 
ſoul init, As we muſt run the race that is ſet before 
us,.ſfo we muſt run it Ai vmporg, with patience and yy 1. 
perſeverance , nor is the crown conſigned to thoſe 
that contend , but- thoſe that overcome; St, Par! 
himſelf triumpheth not when he putteth on his har- 
neſs, but when about to put it: off He knoweth 
there is laid up for him a crow# of righteouſpes, but de 2 in. «. 
reliquo, henceforth only; when he was now a veterane 7 © 
inthe Chriſtian Warfare , had already ſpent a long 
fe, and bad nothing left but to-dye ia it, ; 
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 neceſlarily-attaineth its end though he never ſet foot 


, perſpeQive' I know not) he reads his name written, 


of life. -He:looketh fo much at the things which arc 


and whilſt he thinketh that the ſtrength of his firſt "hy 


————— — 


I krow moſt mens. aſſurance. is upon eaſier terms ; 
and of an earlier date. | | | 
; One fancieth to himſelf a kind of fatab decree, which 


in the way thither 5 and Henceforth there is laid up 
for him a crown of - life. In Gods dark book (by what 


and that with ſuch indelible characters , . as all the De- 
vils in hell, all the fins upon earth, cannot- blot it 
out, And now inſtead of giving diligence to make 
his eleQion ſure, he is pleaſed at cheaper rates to think 
it ſo: So ſure, that nothing can reſiſt his happineſ., 
muchleſs reverſe his deſtined blifs. The force of his | 
nativity wil carry: him to the crown 3 or God in his 7 
own defence mult-do it, asheawould have his eternal c 
counſel made good. 6 
Another having dreamed himſelf -into a 'ftate of BY .. 
arace,:is ſecurely confident he can never fall from it, yo 
and Henceforth there is laid up for him a crown of : 


life, His calling he thinks fare, and then his crow ff 
muſt be ſo- too. He is kept by the power of God Be 
through faith unto falvation , and now -needs keep Ch: 
himſelf no-longer. He may as well fear that the Hez- = 
vens themſelves ſhould fall , or God himſelf :fall out 9s 
of them, ashe fail of the crown. Unleſs Gods eter- Bi - ” | 
pal . purpoſe , unchancheable promiſe, and almighty BW. 
power, :fail firſt, he-cannot 3 for they are all engaged WE, _ 
in his-defence. hoki 

A third hath been faithful, and run well fora BW. ic 
time, and -Henceforth there is laid up for him a crown Wy 


paſt , that he forgetteth the things which are beforez 


impull 


impulſe will carry him Jike an Arrow to the Mark, he 
falleth down in the midſt of his courſe, like a Bird 
that is weary of her flight ; and ſo is caſt by YVincerts 
dabitur, Tt ſhall be givex to him that overcometh, His 
zeal perhaps (like a Torch in an high wind) maketh 
agreat blaze, but ſoon ſwealeth it ſelf a way ; and 
when the Bridegroom cometh , his lamp is gone out, 
and all his vain hopes and expeRations with 1t- 

Thus do vain men ſport themſelves in their own de- 
ceivings : But God is not mocked. He looks not at 
beginnings in Chriſtians, but at their ends : and not 
he that ſtarteth firſt , but he that continucth to the 


his backſliding Galatians , who did hinder you 2 God 
for certain did not. He carrieth us on to the end, 
and crowneth us in it, if we draw not back, and drive 
hin from us. But whoever did, they loſt all that they 
» WH had done, yea and all that” they had ſuffered too, 
and ſtood onely as monuments of their own ruin Let 
aman have renounced the moſt darling delights, un- 
dergone the harſheſt duties and ſevereſt diſciplines of 
Chriſtianity, have ſuſtained infamies, injuries, and all 
manner of indignities for righteouſneſs ſike ; yet re- 
volting at laſt , defeateth and deſtroyeth all, and him- 
elf with it. If he will have his old fins again, he ſhall 
tave the guilt together with them , and that aggra- 
vated with folly and ingratitude. Lot's Wife , by 
loking back periſheth in the very Confines of Z-ar ; 
and God therefore ereCted her into a Pillar to tel] the 
World, that relenting Virtue killeth with the recoil, The 
atter pa:t of our life, ſupplanteth the former ; and 
6 draketh us as he findeth usat his appearivg and his 
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aſt ſhall be crowned. Te did raz well, ſaith St. Pant to Gal. 5.7. 


. GENS 
ian CF We ap ets. 
Rn————_ " 
_— 


" jp I Ns D 
= = 
4; a Me __ 
a wwe a mg nes art - HS 7p-a_s 
- ADC "A «ng 38 
Ty JENS 


"The true Chziſtians 


AQF.21.13, 


If after all, men can attain this Crown better cheap, 
I enyy. not their.caſe : onely, in a-caſe of. ſuch- high 
concernment, I would have them careful., . that they, 
loſe not their ſoul for a-pleaſing.conceit, and periſh 
fatally , whilſt they think. to be ſaved ſo, Let the 
Candidates of ſo rich and radiant a Crown, be but as 
perſeverantiin good , as the Candidates of wrath and 
death are.in evil ;. let them take Heaven but with ſuch 
violence as theſe take Hell, and they.cannot milcarry: 
And do they expe&t God to deal with them upon | 
greater diſproportions ? Iam ſure they ſerve a better 
Maſter 4 have nobler employments, greater encou- 
ragements3. a crown that ſhall laſt .as. long as God is WilÞ 1 
God, and run parallel with the ages of eternity; f 
and may therefore more than recompence the ſervice; 1 
and ſufferings of a ſhort life. | f 
Faithful zz-to death then he muſt be, that would be il a 
crowned after zt 5 and not unto death onely, but even Ml © 
in and. into .it alſ6. As he muſt. offer up, his bodya MW 0 
living ſacrifice to God , ſo (if. occafion.be) a dy:g one 
too 3 being ready (with St. Pax) not-onely to be bound i 
(as the ſacrifices were wont) -but to dye for the name Mt 01 
the Lord Jeſus : And heis moſt unworthy of that high WI =: 
and honourable name , who will not take up-the molt il 1t. 
painful and ignominious Croſs that weareth the in(cri- i St 
ption of Jeſus of Nazareth upon: it, This name will i Al 
plait his.thorns into a crown., turn perſecution intoa if or 
beatitnde, and the flames of Martyrdom into Bar: 
fires of. joy. This will make him fing at the ſtake like Wi Cr 
a dying Swan 3 ſuffer death with more ſerenity and iſ ſia 
ſatisfaction , than the witty cruelty of his enemies in WM bu 
flics it 3. lye down ina bed of . flames, as if it werea il like 
bed of roſes; and having prayed for his murtherer, 
to fall alileep. And 


Andif the Heathens have thought it diſcreetly eligi- 
ble to give their life a ranſom for fame or virtue, well 
may the Chriſtian (who is an Heir of better hopes) do 
this to-eternal and never failing purpoſes : to ſecure 
Chriſt's honour , his own innocence, and to have 
Gems added to his Crown, Death herein ſhoots its 
ſting but toloſe it, and though it kill him, it cannot 
hurt him.: all it can do is but to kill the body, 7. e.to 
prevent a more lingring death by the feeble hand of 
lickneſs,,or old age , and to cure it of thoſe diſeaſes 
which kill with equal certainty, and greater torment. 
And for the Soul (which is the better part, if not the 
whole of man) it knocketh but off its chains and fer- 
ters, and reſtoreth it to it ſelf, and to God that gave it. 
Thus whilſt we ſeem to love God better than our 
{lves, we never love our ſelves ſo well as in this very 
att; for if inloveand loyal duty to God we lay down 
our life for hiw, he will give it us again, and a crown 
of bliſs and immortality together with it. 

And here, paſſing over from the precept to the pro 
miſed reward, T might (if Ihad affeftions and expreſii- 
ons anſwerable to the matter in hand) rap both my ſelf 


and you into St. Pax/'s Extafe,'till we were even loſt in 
It, But theſe are «genra gyparax, wnſpeakable words; (as 1Cor.12.4. 


St, Paul, by a pretty ſeeming contradiction,calls them.) 
All the tongues of men and Angels are here too ſhort; 
or, if they could ſpeak, who could hear ? 

It ſhall ſuffice to give you a tranſient glimpſe of this 
Crown, ſo far as may incourage your fidelity and con- 
ſtancy in God's ſervice 5 and not the leaſt glimpſe of it, 
but will make all the Jabours and ſufferings of this 
life vaniſh in the compariſon. 

ACrown then itis3 and what can be ſaid or concei- 
BY 2 ved 
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ved more and greater? Exerce ambitionenm tam, \ct 
thy ntmoſt ambition on work, thou man of defires; 
here is that which will fill all the-appetites of it. The 
moſt towring thought riſeth no higher than a Crown, 
or onely to ſet one Crown upon another : and were 
other Crowns accumulated 'till they. reached to this, 


they would caſt down themſelves before this crown of 


life, this crown of glory, which fadeth not.away. Within 
the compals of this crown meets all that Keligzon or 
Reaſon calleth the. chiefelt good : as ſo many orient 


jewels in this crown, there is perfe# knowlede, perjet 


holineſz, perfe@#. peace, perfe love, perfe@ joy 5 and, 
which is the crown of this Crownyhere 3s God Al inal, 


The Woman 1n .Revel. 12. 1. hath a.crown of twelve | 


Stars upon her head : but were all the Stars united in- 


to one Conſtellation, and ſhould diſhevel all the pride 


and glory of their beams, it would not equal the glory 
of this Crown, but be as a dark and opacous ſhadow 
to it. 

Through the light and luſtre which this crows will 
ſhed upon us,. all faithful Chriſtians (according to the 
promiſe of our Saviour, and the correſponding pre- 
dictions of the Prophets) ſhall ſhine like the Sun inth: 
Kingdom of their Father, even as #he brightneſs of the 
Firmament, and as the Stars forever, and ever. 

Should our now deceaſed Brother from under this 
crown, ſee what ſcuffling there is for Crowns and Scep- 


ters (thoſe fine gay guilded Nothzngs) here below, he 


would look upon it with ſuch becoming ſcorn, as a Phi 
loſopher upon Boys ſcrambling for ſhells of Nuts, and 
ftercely contending for tinſe] gayeties of no greate 
value. | | 
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21 


The richeſt of theſe crowns nepxnaAyias 5 dare ot 
74, cannot keep off, or cure a fit of the head-ach 3 but 
within the circle of 14/5 Crown cometh neither ſorrow 
nor pain. , 

The glory of theſe crowns, dum nitet cadit, whilſt 


" it glittereth, falleth and breaketh 3 maketh a blaze like 


a Meteor, then ſhooteth, and dyeth out 3 but this 


Plut. de 
Tranquil, 
animi, 


crown onely burniſheth with the wearing, the maſly- 


glory whereof, no time, no eternity impaireth. 
; Theſe crowns at beſt are more honourable than hap- 
py; lit heavy upon the head which they ſeem to a- 


dorn; and whilſt they ſparkle with Diamonds, are- 


ſtuffed with thorns. But the joys of this Crown equal 


the glories of it ; with their crowns the Saints have - 


harps, and free from all inward and outward diſtracti- 


ons, do nothing but in conſort with the Angels, ſing. - 


loft requiem's to themielves, and triumphant ſongs of 


joy and praiſe to God and to the Lamb, who is bleſſed . 


for evermore. 


Thus is Chriſtianity certamer, ſed bonum, a fight,but - 


. agood one : whilſt Kings have ufually their Crowns 


croſſed, the faithful Chriſtian hath his Croſs crowned 3 + 
and that weight of giory which this Crown hath in it, 


may make all the labour of -duty, and preſſure of the 
Croſs, mere eaſe and delight. Let Atheiſts and Epi- 
cares look upon the Divine life but as a zealoxs frenzy, 


ſuch as hath no real obje& , nor ſolid fruits, and fcorn - 


or pity the {trict Profeſſours of it , as men ſoberly and 
gravely beſide themſelves 5 and erect in their own fan- 
cies, a kind of Spiritual Bedlam for them. Yer theſe 
tools for Chriſt, will be found the onely wiſe and hap- 
py men, when Hell ſhall be no longer a painted Fire, 
nor Heaven a fools Paradiſe ; but. weeping, and wat- 


ling. : 
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The true Chziſtians 
\ ling ſhall put ſcoffiog-out of countenance, and the ſcor. 
| ner $ als become more uneafie than Phalarzs his Bull, 

they that fate in it, ſhall gnaſh their teeth, and become 
their own Tormentors, to ſee thoſe religious ſneaks 
crowned: with-majeſty and glory, whom they had { 
much derided -and deſpiſed. | 
\Why- then, Opws deterret ? mercedem vide, Doth 
* . the work affright-you? confider the reward. If the 
.way ſeemeth irkfome and unpleaſant , the end is bli(s. 
 fal and happy. Look not upon what you are called 
to doand ſuffer, but beyond both to the glorious re- 
ward, and faint if youcan. | 


DD — 


wp Andiov pil iyopior, Pro, 10, 7. S ept, | 

A Nd now what have I been doing all this Ml © 

£ Atime, but preſenting our deceaſed Bro- 

ther before you? In ſhewing what you ſhould 

be, I have only ſhewed what he was; andin il 

ſhewiog what you ſhall be, I have ſhewed | 

what he is: And by a meet application of | 
generals to particulars you may read it over 

in him. ; 

We live in an age wherein we may too ill © 

2\. 12, x: eruly complain wich the Pſalmiſt, The faith- 

ful are periſhed from the children of men: 

and out of that ſmall- remnant which was 

lefr, we have now loſt one , that might have 

ſtood for a great many. A faithful man, and 

2 faithful Chriſtian. One that (according « 

the 


RES a > 


Character and Crown, 


the impreſs of that Company , to which he 
was 2 good: benefactor) weaved truth with 
truſt, and in {o clole a web,that nothing could 
divide betwixt them. 

He was faithful to God, and to the intereſts 
of Religion. A man of a ſober piety, and 
well tempered zeal, One that affected Re- 
ligion for it ſelf, leaving the empty pomp to 


thoſe that blaze more, but burn leſs; and 


was content to be, what they deſire to ſeem. 
That talkative Religion, which ſpendeth ic 
ſelf in hearing much, ſpeaking more, and 
doing nothing , he was not.emulous of ; but 
of the active and operative ; and inſtead of 
ſpeaking great things, did live them. Whilſt 


others were carried about with every wind of 


DoGrin, he held faſt che Profeflion of his 
Faith, and died in the Communion of that 
Church in which he was born, and did the 
publick Worſhip reputation by his conſtant 
and regularattendance upon tt. 

He was faithful 10 the King, as every man 
that is faithful to God muſt and will be ; for 
Chriſtitanicy hath .adopted Alliegeance into 
the Family of Religion, twiſted piety with 
loyalty, and ownethno man as a good Chri- 
ſtian. 
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The. true .Chziſtians 


ſuch therefore was he. Ove thar ſubinirced. 
for the Lords ſake; and lerved the King wi.h 


 oppole him. 


ſtian who: is not a good Subject alſo : and 


himlelf- ro every ordinance of man 9 >» »{yo, 


as much earneſineſs and diligence, as others 


He was alſo faithful to bis net,bbour. One 


. that did afficm truth, perform p: omites, keep 
contracts, that was humble, peaceable, juſt, 


| 
merciful ; that obliged all, injured or offen- ; 
ded none; and if al! were like co him, the 
word of a Chriſtian might be, as ot old it 

was, the greateſt ſolemnity of ſtipulation in il « 
the world. He was none of thole halt. faced 1 
Chriſtians that claſh the ewo Tables one a- h 
gainſt another, and break the ſecond wich Wh » 
the firſt ; who ſer up che duties of piety tor if ti 
a blind, that they may violate choſe of Ml «1 
juſtice and charity more tecretly and fecure- WW w 
ly. He was none of thoſe that make long Wl pi 
prayers the preface ro devouring of Wi WE m 
dows houſes, and faſting twice a week the Wh C| 


cover tor their diſhes full of extortion and Ml mi 
exceſs. Noneof thoſe in ſhort char ſue out Mſ ha 
a divorce betwixt piety and probicy ; and ll th 
when they are leſs than Heathens , will b* Ji th; 
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' more than. Chriſtians. Though h2- could 

| not make our Saviour's challenge, Which of 
you convinceth me of frn 2 yet good old Samuel's 
he boldly might, Whoſe oxe bave I taken ? 
whoſe aſs have T taken * or whom have I de- 

franded, or oppreſſed © and all that knew him 

would be his compurgatours. Trace him 

through all relations and conditions ( and 

there are few which he paſſed not through 

amongſt you) and you will ſcarce find a ftain, 

much leſs a blewiſh upon his memory. 

And as God (who to encourage virtae, 
oft-rimes giveth it the earneſt of its reward 
inthis life) had raiſed him to a conſiderable 
height': ſo he did not look from that heighr 
with ſcorn on thoſe below him, but only ſhed 
| the influences of it with more advantage 
pon his friends and relations, to whom he 
was a common ſtore-houſe. And if it be a 
piece of groſs infidelity not to provide for a 
mans own 3 it muſt be a piece of exemplary 
Chriſtianity to provide ſo well for other 
mens : for which cauſe I doubt not bur God 
hath given him @ place and a name better than ,; ,,., 
that of ſons and daughters, And for thoſe 
that have ſuſtained fo great a loſs in him,Cod 
E for 
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for his ſake wil be ready to ſupply ir out of 
his.own Fulneſs; and they.have one friend 
more.in beaven, -though they have one fewer 
upon'ecarth, 

But though his goodneſs was thus diffuſive 
to: his: friends and relations, yer it was not 
confived tothem.. As the bowels of many 
poor blefied him whilſt he lived, fo he hath 
beſprinkled all places, ro which he related, 
with ſome dews of charity at-his death. 

And as he did wiſely and faithfully employ 
that Talent: of wealth. which God had en- 
truſted him wichall,, fſo- likewiſe did he em- 
ploy. alt his other Talents of parts, and 
power, and practical prudence (whereof he 
was a-great Maſter) to their proper ends and if | 
intents; whereby he became ſingularly uſe- 
ful in his place,yea «aww do, a common good. il © 
And as the whole City did partake the uflu- WW t 
ences of his induſtry, authority, and fidelity, WW n 
ſo this Pariſh aboveall, whereof he might IM '! 
juſtly be called the Pablick Parent. d 

And now nothing was lefe, but that he MW © 


ſhould be faich:ul co himſelf and his own if fi; 
ſoul : and (knowing this to be his intereſt, WI C 
as well as his duty) herein he exerciſed bim- MM hc 


{clt, 


ſelf, 10 bawe always a conſcience woid of offence 
jowards God, and towards man. He regulated- 
his affections, moderated his paſſions, reſtrai- 
ned his, members from being weapons of  un- 
righteouſneſs, and kept himſelf unſpotred. 
from the world. In fine, fo had he governed 
the whole courſe of his converſation, that as. 
nothing infamous or ſcandalous appeared to 
others, ſo his own conſcience did not accuſe - 
or upbraid him ; buc humbly acknowledging 
his other defaults and defets, he blefed that 
Grace which had preferved him from the 
groſs pollutions of fin; and though he had: 
(as all have) more than enough to {peak him 
frail man, yet nothing in the. leaſt co debauch: 
him either into Beaſt, or Devil... 
But becauſe it is the Jaſt A@ which'crown-- 
ethall the reſt 3. As living, fo dying he re- 
tained his integrity.z and his Graces ſhined: 
moſt when he was about to ſet; and his light 
increaſed, not his ſhadow. Then you might 
behold conſpicuous in him a patient ſubmifli- 
| on under Gods mighty hand, an humble re. 
ſignation to the Divine Will; and a truly 
Chriſtian deportment in all. You might be- 
bold much pious devotion, ardent zeal, hea-- 
| venly, 
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ven Jig, Roan hope 1 Th Goa: mercy 
diſcover themſelves, and make him ſhine 
cheongh the Cloud, In token'that heaven 
was his center, the nearer he came;he moved 
the faſter towards it. And therefore hie was 
frequetit in communicating the Holy Eucha- 
rift, as the antepaſt of it,” and the Viaticun 
of eternal life. When ſcarce able to ſpeak, 
he would yer [pend his dying breath in exhor- 
cations and 'admonitions to thoſe about him, 
and 'was' willing therein to give.up the 
Ghoſt, that he might be indeed faithful unto 

death. 
Thus lived, thus dyed our Faithful friend 
and- brother: And: 'now- no man will make 
acſtion but God hath given him the crown 
of Tife, who is not either an Infidel himſelf, 
or believeth'God tobe 'worſe than one. If 
God be fairhful, z. e. if God be God, ſq good 
and faithful a fervant as he Was, muſt be en- 
tered into his Mafters j Joy. . 1leave him there- 
fore to the enjoyment of 1 ic, and leave youto 
-the imitation of ſo excellent virtue, till God 
Gin his own due time) ſhall crown you with 
him', and both you and he _ be forever 
with the Lord, | 
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